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• In consequence of the re-discovery of 
Mendel’s Laws of Inheritance ... Attention has 
been called to the scientific study of breeding 
problems ... The extraordinary certainty with 
which the complex problems of heredity can 
be unravelled has shown that the hopes of a 
few years ago, that breeding would become a 
precise subject, are rapidly being realised. 

• JRASE ‘The Application of Mendel’s Laws of Inheritance 
to Breeding Problems’, 67 (1906)  p.46 
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• [I]mmunity and susceptibility to the attacks of 
yellow rust form as sharply a differentiated 
pair of characters as Mendel himself would 
have wished for.  

• Biffen, Science Progress, 1907  
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• Meeting of the Bedfordshire Chamber of Agriculture, Swan Hotel 
Bedford [1910] 

• Mr E Laxton said he thought the meeting did not recognize the 
great work that Mr Biffen had been doing for agriculture, but in a 
few years they would look upon him as one who had added to their 
incomes. He knew from his own experimental work how immense 
was the labour and expense of producing new varieties. Mr Biffen 
was devoting his life and brains to bringing out new wheats that 
would add to the well-being of the country and of the world. He 
thought they little knew they were entertaining an angel unawares 
(laughter)... they would find they could rely upon Mr Biffen when 
he introduced a new variety, and he had no commercial interest. 
Prof. Bateson, who was a second Darwin, had the greatest 
confidence in Mr. Biffen’s work.  
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Archibald Hurd Telegraph 1920 
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Archibald Hurd Telegraph 1920 
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• Conclusions of the Departmental Committee 
on Distribution and Prices of Agricultural 
Produce (Linthglow) Report: 

“As a result of careful scientific research, 
Professor Biffen, of Cambridge University has 
succeeded in breeding a wheat, namely, 
“Yeoman,” which crops heavily ... And above 
all possess strength” p.85 
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• *T+he National Farmers’ Union, should 
recommend its members to produce 
“Yeoman” ... Millers ... Should concentrate on 
the production, advertisement and sale of all-
Yeoman flour, while bakers should make 
enlightened use of its proved and recognised 
qualities. p.86 
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Plot records at the National Institute of 
Agricultural Botany 
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Plot records at the National Institute of 
Agricultural Botany 
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• By the time this has been accomplished 
perhaps the League of Nations will be able to 
turn its attention to deciding what nationality 
the new wheat is.  
 

• Biffen, Cambridge University Agricultural Society 
Magazine,1925 
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Agricultural Empire 
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Agricultural Empire 
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• Map of kenya 
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• As a matter of fact you are producing more 
than in the Argentine ... Given proper 
cultivation ... I can see no great difficulty in 
Kenya producing not only enough to feed 
itself, but to feed its native population as well 

• Biffen, East African Farm and Home Journal, 
1926    
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Concluding thoughts 

• A study of the rise of agricultural science, 

– Ag. Sc. As the intellectual territory/property of 
Mendelism. 

• Mendelism as a subject best understood from 
a global perspective. 
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